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CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS, NEWTON-WITH-CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL 
This report is to inform members of the current financial position of the council thus assisting in 
determining budget requirements for the 2024/25 financial year. It is recommended a precept is made in 
the sum of £81250 (£77640 2023/24) which is consistent with central government guidelines to local 
authorities to minimise council tax increases and make proper provision for future commitments. 
Reasonable short to medium term planning assumptions indicate a need to increase reserves, which have 
accumulated over the c. five years, to meet future potential expenditure requirements. 
It is considered best practice that councils should typically hold up to 12 months expenditure as a general 
reserve together with earmarked reserves for projects where money is allocated for a specific purpose. 
Council is currently liaising with Friends of Clifton park (FoCP) and Fylde borough council parks 
department in delivering an anticipated community park improvement programme (CPIP). It is estimated 
that reserves of between £25000-£35000 will eventually be earmarked for William Pickles park CPIP. 
In view of the time limits imposed by Fylde council and related statutory requirements a decision is 
required to be made no later than the scheduled 1st February 2024 meeting to either adopt the precept 
recommendation and report or otherwise determine how the net expenditure may be funded or reduced. 
2023/24 Income & expenditure monitoring and projected Balance sheet. 
Regular income & expenditure items are within usual tolerance levels (i.e.5%-10%) of the approved 
original and supplementary estimates and a detailed report is included on pages 6-8.  
Tree work to address Ash dieback and replacement tree planting was incurred 2022/23 and any further 
expenditure, dependent on information from Lancashire county council highways (LCC), is now likely to 
overlap into the 2024/25 financial year.  
In approving the report council accepts the original and any supplementary estimates in respect of those 
expenditure items which have exceeded the initial estimate and authorise appropriate virement either from; 
savings which have accrued in respect of those services which have a shortfall in comparison to the 
initial/supplementary estimate or, if appropriate, general reserves.  
2024/25 Budget expenditure. 
Provision has been made for general council expenditure to increase in accordance with the prevailing 
level of inflation. Amenity grass verges (built-up areas) maintenance - ceased on 31st March 2023 with a 
service reversion to Lancashire county council as the statutorily responsible authority. Highways amenity 
cleansing/bus shelters contractual arrangements ceased on 31st March 2021 with a service reversion to 
Fylde council as the statutorily responsible authority.  
Expenditure on parks, open spaces &c is estimated at £45839. This includes funding ongoing maintenance 
after a Friends of Newton Community Park (FoNCP)/Fylde borough council (FBC)/parish council 
programme of improvements at Newton Hall park.  
The existing council/FBC/FoNCP arrangement has potential vat issues and the s.106 balance brought 
forward is subject to a proviso that, in the event of tax on related expenditure being assessed by HM 
Revenue and Customs as irrecoverable, a corresponding adjustment would be necessary.  
Grounds maintenance and horticultural contract work is subject to a review in February 2024, and 
provision has been made to include Stanagate, Clifton rural grass verge maintenance (frontage of NOS 1-
11) which LCC state is not within the highway extent, deemed to be private land and so not their 
responsibility. Council has previously indicated it would arrange maintenance, at local public expense, 
within the grounds maintenance and grass cutting contract.  
Newton-with-Clifton village hall committee of management trustees (NWCVHC) has replaced its heating 
system and has previously approached the council regarding possible finance i.e. grants, matched funding 
&c. NWCVHC was eligible for grants from other sources, however it is understood an application was not 
processed. Provision has now been made in the sum of £5000 for additional repair and renewal items. It is 
possible some projected non-routine expenditure will overlap financial years e.g. tree maintenance, 
replacement &c. 
Housing estates expenditure is the responsibility of Progress Housing Group Limited. However, due to the 
service level being delivered it has occasionally been necessary to complement work in certain Clifton 
areas (Clifton Lane, Preston Old Road, Stanagate) the cost of which is borne by the council.  
Council authorised placing available funds on the money market and bank interest to be received is 
estimated at £1500. Council does not have any loan debt.  

               -1-         contd… 



contd… 
There is a projected reserve transfer of £16914 for 2024/25 primarily to continue to rebuild reserves to 
assist fund future commitments e.g. phased development of Newton Hall Park collaborating with FoNCP, 
and William Pickles Park, collaborating with Friends of Clifton park/FBC in a potential community parks 
improvement programme (CPIP).  
The budget reflects a precept increase that is limited so as not to cause any percentage increase in local 
council tax, anticipated New Homes Bonus arising from residential development and making inflation 
provision in accordance with retail price index (RPI) all items index. 
Leases.  
i)  Equipment leases; Council has no equipment leases. 
ii) Council as tenant; Council has no tenancies.                                                                               
Establishment/office expenses. 
Only marginal increases are expected in the following general items of expenditure which is in line with 
prevailing rates of inflation; chairman’s allowance, election/electoral expenses, audit, legal and planning 
fees, bank charges, printing and stationery, insurances, hire fees, councillors’ training, travelling & 
subsistence allowances, annual donations & subscriptions, journals and periodicals, telephone rental &c, 
computer supplies, civics, and miscellaneous items.            £6758                                                                                  
Honorarium including expenses of office                                            £11340 
Grants to local organisations                                                                                                       £1150 
  
NOTES ON THE ACCOUNTS for the year ending 31st March 2024. 
1. Statement of accounting policies 
Accounting convention 
The financial statements are prepared under the historical cost basis modified to include the revaluation of 
freehold land and buildings. 
Fixed assets 
No depreciation is provided on freehold land and buildings.  Depreciation is provided on other fixed assets 
to write off their cost after the year of purchase by equal annual instalments on the 1st of October each year 
over the following periods: equipment/machinery/plant 10 years, office equipment 3 years, 
infrastructure/structural items 20 years. 
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2. Sundry debtors/prepayments/accrued income 

Accounting provision has been made for prepayments/ accrued income as follows: - 
    

Accrued income/Debtors/Prepayments are as detailed below. 
   Insurances                                                                                                 £389.47 
   H.M. Revenues and Customs (Vat Payable after 31/3/24)                   £12868.10                                                                    

                                                                                                              £13257.57                                   
    

3. Sundry creditors /accruals/deferred income 
    Establishment charges                                                                           £3572.22  
    Other contractors and suppliers                                                             £2287.50                           
                                                                                                                   £5859.72 

 
4. Pension funding. 
Formerly provision has been made in accordance with minute 9f 6/11/01 together with the separate minute 
in respect of this exempt item. The clerk has previously reported this may prove to be considered 
inadequate pending the outcome of ongoing discussions and enquiries relating to these matters. 
Notwithstanding this provision council was required to comply with the workplace pension provisions and, 
in accordance with minutes 10b 03/12/15 & 13a 05/05/16 selected the National Employment Savings Trust 
(NEST) Corporation with annual employer contributions agreed 3.75% of the clerk’s total remuneration. 
 
5. Council tax base  
From the information available at the present time the proposed precept will not cause a percentage 
increase in the local council tax for 2024/25. The most recently available computation of the Council tax 
base for the parish is 1238 (previously 1183) and this element costs council tax payers, for each £1000 
raised, as follows: - 

 
   Band A    Band B     Band C      Band D      Band E      Band F     Band G      Band H 
      .539         .628        .718             .808          .987           1.167        1.346         1.616 
 

 
   

     
                                                                   
                 F. Wilson  
                                            Clerk/ responsible financial officer  

 
                                                           
                                                                                                                                25th January 2024 
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